Popliteal artery injuries: civilian experience with sixty-three patients during a twenty-four year period (1960 through 1984).
Our experience with 63 patients who had popliteal artery injuries sustained in civilian accidents is reported. Blunt injuries occurred in 53 patients and 49 had associated skeletal injuries. Eighteen patients suffered knee dislocation; six of these patients had associated fractures. Fractures of the upper third of the tibia occurred in 21 patients. Five patients had irreversible ischemia and required primary amputation. Thirteen amputations were required in 58 patients in whom arterial repair was performed, for an amputation rate of 22%. There were no amputations in 19 patients treated less than 6 hours after injury was sustained. Four deaths occurred. Fasciotomy was performed in 20 patients. Skeletal injuries were usually treated with external fixation.